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First  Person:  Give 
thanks  for  special 
people  along  the  way 


The  doctor  found  a  spot 
in  her  lungs  and  suggested 
she  go  to  a  larger  hospital  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  doc- 
tors  at  St.  Vincent’s 
■■I  in  Birmingham 

found  that  cancer 
V  had  started  in  her 
right  kidney,  had 

■  traveled  to  her  lungs 
and  possibly  to  her 

■  brain.  She  died  in 

■  only  seven  weeks. 

So,  this  Thanks- 

:S  giving,  while  we 
enjoy  family  and 
Ala.  friends,  many  of  us  think 
about  those  who  won’t  be 
there.  But  in  our  prayers, 
we  can  be  grateful  that  God 
loaned  us  some  special 


ALABASTER,  Ala.  (BP)  - 

remember  my  boyhood  p; 
tor  saying  that  Christmas 
always  had  a  tinge  of  sad¬ 
ness  since  it  was  the 
time  his  father  died.  Hj 
Little  did  I  realize  for  ■ 
Donna  and  me  the  ■ 
same  kind  of  memo-  W 
ries  would  materi-  ! 
alize  around  both  ■ 
Thanksgiving  and  ■ 
Christmas.  ■ 

It  was  Thanksgiv-  m 
ing  199*  and  we  sat  Bl 
at  the  table  with  my 
in-laws  in  Birmini 
My  father-in-law, 

Bell,  always  a  good-humored 
man,  joked  that  afternoon 
about  getting  older.  He'd 


CONTROVERSIAL  DECISION  -  President  Obama's  executive  action  to  change  immigra¬ 
tion  policy,  which  includes  a  plan  to  protect  an  estimated  five  million  undocumented  immi¬ 
grants  from  deportation,  was  revealed  in  prime  time  Nov.  20. 

Executive  action  taken 

Obama’s  immigration 
decision  called  ‘unwise’ 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Presi¬ 
dent  Obama’s  new  executive 
actions  to  change  immigration 
policy  imperil  the  growing, 
widespre  aa  agreement  on  re- 
form,  said  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  lead  ethicist. 

Obama  announced  in 
prime  time  Nov.  20  his  or- 


As  the  a  Dost) e  Paul  wrot 
to  his  Phufipian  friends, 

"  Every  time  you  cross  my 
mind,  I  break  out  in  excla¬ 
mations  of  thanks  to  Oof 
(Philippians  1:3,  The  Mes¬ 
sage  Bible). 

Michael  Brooke  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Sihirin  Baptist 
Church  in  Alabaster,  Ala., 
and  adjunct  instructor  of 


fee  a  few  days  before. 

A  few  weeks  later  the 
medical  tests  came  back  and 
revealed  a  brain  tumor.  He 
died  that  summer. 

The  next  Thanksgiving, 
my  mother  talked  about  net 
medical  ailments.  She  hadn’t 
felt  well  for  some  time.  Still 
not  feeling  well  at  Christ¬ 
mas,  she  had  to  go  lie  down 
in  the  middle  of  our  dinner. 
My  wife  and  sister-in-law 
insisted  on  taking  her  to  the 
emergency  room. 


act  on  his  own  is  an  unwise 
and  counterproductive  move," 
said  Russell  D.  Moore,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ethics  It  Retigous 
Liberty  Commission  (ERIC). 

A  backer  of  immigration  re¬ 
form,  Moore  said  in  an  online 
post  for  Time  magazine  it  is 

m  IMMIGRATION  on  p.  • 


speech  at  Jefferson  State 
Community  College  in 
Hoover. 


which  include  most  con- 


Trustees:  IMB’s  Platt  unfolds  five-point  strategy 


OLIVE  BRANCH.  Miss.  (BP)  - 

IMB  President  David  Platt  out- 

5*  presidmgBover  Ins*  fir* 


mission  agency,  to  a  plan  baaed 
on  five  biblical  goals  mm 
which  have  led  to  four 
practical  steps  and  three  V 


■  cade,  Clyde  Meador  W  JrS 
Ji  is  transitioning  to  ex- 
IQ  ecutive  advisor  In  his 
.  M  new  role,  Meador  will  v  \  . 

H  give  insights  from  his  V 

wealth  knowledge  > 

a  JS  ami  experience  m  new  | gf jbgisfc 

These  desires  led 
Platt  to  identify  four 
practical  steps  to  lea.!  the  or-  ■ ) 

ganization.  including  shaping 

culture,  streamlining  strategy.  gioRlFYING  GOO 


Initial  recommenda- 
tions,  Platt  offered  two 
important  reminders  to 
reach  one  all-consuming 

‘‘TdStySU 


the  church,  facilitating  church 
planting  and  'playing  <xir  part  in 
completing  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion,  he  explained  to  trustees 
during  Nov.  6-7  meetings  in  01- 
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TOIMY  MARTIN 


Should  churches  have 
stand-and-greet  times? 


I  conducted  a  Twitter  poU  (not  *den- 
tific,  I  assure  you)  asking  first -time 
church  guests  what  (actors  made 
them  decide  not  to  return.  In  listing  the 
top  10  in  order  of  frequency  (http:/ ' 
thomrainer.com/20l4/ n/Ol/top^ten-' 
ways-churches-drive-away-first-time- 
euests),  I  was  surprised  that  the  num¬ 
ber  one  issue  guests  don’t  like  is  a  time 
to  stand  and  greet  one  another. 

So  what  is  rt  about  a  stand-and-greet 
time  that  many  guests  don’t  like? 

Here  are  several  of  the  most  common 
—  although,  again,  unscientific  —  re¬ 
sponses,  listed  in  order  of  frequency. 


Guest  opinion 

with  Thom  S.  Rainer 


■  Many  guests  are  introverts.  "I 

would  rather  have  a  root  canal  than  be 
subjected  to  a  stand  and  greet  time.’ 


■  Some  guests  perceive  the 
members  are  not  sincere  during 
the  time  of  greeting.  'In  most  of  the 
churches  it  should  be  called  a  stand 
and  fake  it  time.  The  members  weren’t 
friendly  at  all  except  for  ninety  seconds. 


■  In  some  churches,  the  peopli 
in  the  congregation  are  tola  to  s* 
something  silty  to  one  another. 
'So  the  pastor  told  us  to  tell  someone 
near  us  that  tbjyare  good  ’.ooking.  I 
couldn’t  find  a  iiyone  who  St  that  de¬ 
scription,  so  I  .eft  and  didn’t  go  back.' 


SMnT' „  •  Not  only  do  acme  guest, 

phobe,  but  that  guy  wiped  h»  nose  right  dre*d  *««*. ««;. 

before  he  shook  my  hand'  »  do  some  members.  TvWtod  A* 

church  and  w  *nt  through  the  rttual  of 
standing  and  greeting,  Dut  many  of  th< 

■  Many  times  the  members  members  lot  ked  just  ss  uncomfortabh 

only  greet  other  members.  *1  went  “  \  rr*a-vw*  *>>  «  required 

to  one  church  where  no  one  spoke  to  activity  that  none  of  us  liked. 

me  the  entire  time  of  greeting.  I  could 

tell  they  were  speaking  to  people  they  _ 

already  knew.’  There  arc  strong  comments  at  the 

post  on  hot  1.  sides  of  the  issue  of 
whether  a :  tand-and-greet  time  is 

■  Both  members  and  guests  at  helpful  In  reaching  guests  -  enough 
some  churches  perceive  the  entire  to  prompt  .-hurches  to  ask  themselves 
exercise  as  awkward.  'Nowhere  whether  it's  effective  in  their 
except  churches  do  we  have  times  community, 
that  are  so  awkward  and  artificial.  If 
members  are  going  to  be  friendly,  they 
would  be  friendly  at  other  times  as 
well.  They’re  not.' 


Thom  S.  Rainer  is  president 
Way  Christian  Resources  and 
ThomRainer.com . 


Hardened  marine  'rocked'  by  loss,  surrenders  to  Christ 


FLOWER  MOUND,  Ira*  (BP)  -  As  a  drill 
instructor,  Brandon  Graham  baited  or¬ 
ders,  broke  recruits  and  turned  out  battle- 
ready  Marines,  He  was  fierce,  tough  and 
fearless,  with  crass  language  and  harsh 
treatment  all  part  of  the  package. 


That  ail 


>ieg< >  that  IhxI  began  to  w< irk . >n  nit-  The  ' ■ 

Scripture  was  coming  alive  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life  ’ 

Shortly  after  their  return  to  church,  BRANDON  GRAHAM 
the  Grahams  received  devastating  news. 

Brandon's  close  friend.  Marine  Sgt.  Mark  Highway  163  in  Sen  Diego 
Adams,  had  been  killed  in  action  in  Fal-  '1  heard  Goa  speak  to  me  it 
lujah,  Iraq.  heard  before,  lwun'tuseth 

“His  death  rocked  me  to  the  core,’  Gra-  I  didn't  hear  it  out  loud  but 
ham  said  "For  the  first  time  in  my  25  years  was  one  of  those  things  tha 
of  existence,  I  realized  I  was  mortal  The  Tt’stime.'itsaid. 

Marines  train  the  foar  of  death  out  of  you. 

A  Marine  infantryman  is  taught,  “We  don't 
die;  we  just  go  to  hell  to  regroup  for  a  coun¬ 
ter-attack.’  Death  was  never  an  option.’ 

God  used  Adams’  death  as  well  as 
the  unshakable  faith  of  Adams'  parents 
in  the  wake  of  the  tragedy  to  get  Gra¬ 
ham’s  attention. 

*1  began  to  wonder  what  else  there  was 
in  this  me,  other  than  doing  20  years,  get¬ 
ting  out  and  getting  another  job  aotr.  j- 


bam  said  tearful  phone  call  from  his  wife  Crystal  And  he  knew  he  was  going  to  be  OK,’ 
Td never  who  had  just  completed  a  devotional.  Graham  said. 

'audible.'  “We  need  to  talk,' Crystal  said.  Years  removed  from  Graham’s  road- 

f  spirit  It  Brandon  imagined  the  worst:  a  di-  side  conversion,  when  he  argued  with  God 
lot  dime,  vorce,  trouble  with  one  of  their  kids,  about  the  cost  of  disapieship,  he’s  OK,  too. 

something  dire.  But  the  Graham  family  According  to  senior  pastor  Ron  Holton, 
h  a  hum-  had  new  orders.  Graham,  who  is  also  studying  for  an  ad- 

whatTYs  "I  just  finished  a  Bible  study,  and  the  vanced  master  of  divinity  degree  at  South- 

lirit  right  Holy  Spirit  deafly  told  me  you’re  supposed  western  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  fills 

prayedto  to  go  into  the  ministry,'  Crystal  said,  with  a  utility  role  at  RockPomte.  G rahams  tire- 

id, 'I  don't  no  idea  of  what  had  happened  six  hours  less  work  ethic  and  sterling  ntegrity  haw 
for  me.  1  don’t  know  earlier.  For  all  she  knew,  Brandon  said,  he  made  an  impression  on  the  jiMtor. 
what  you  want  me  to  do,  but  Tm  going  to  waa  still  a  ’reprobate.’  "There's  not  aspedfic  thing  that  h 

foBowyou.'  He  recounted  the  roadside  testimony,  does,’  Holton  said.  ‘But  l«e  is  just  so  tal 

Graham  initially  argued  with  God.  With  and  together  they  wept.  ented.  He  has  the  confidence  that  if  yo 

a  yams  family,  this  was  nut  the  best  time  to  Graham  ccnml^dlte  militsrycraiiut-  ^tookingfor  an  example  ofaperso 

leovetne  Marine  Oop*.  And  for  a  few  mo-  merit  but  nc*  before  his  fellow  Marines  no-  thatasid,  ’Cod.  Jfot  use  and  HI  A 
merits,  he  resisted  ticed  a  transformation  whatever"  -  that’s  Brandon.  Brandon 

*1  wn  overwhelmed,  but  I  couldn’t  not  ’AD  of  a  sudden  I  started  carrying  my  not  afraid  to  try  ,  . _ 

sstiS.asAWJa'tt 

SSmskSots 

^•nS^^TS'houni  after  lus  ins^ ^l^^Xng  aw-av  wnbin, 

roadside  encounter,  Graham  received  a  I'd  like  to  say  my  language  got  perfect  over-  I'd  done  something  different. 


Rappin’  grandma  had  missions  heart 

her  into  a  celebrity.  Eloise  always  ministries.  The  cheddar  you 
■  •  ■  drop  in  the  plate  can  help  more 

hear  about  J.C.  So  dean  it  up,  fly 
right  before  J.C.  is  in  the  house! 
Give  J.C.  a  dollar  or  m  give  you 
ahoOer.’ 

_  _ _  In  another  segment  she  said, 

_  rapidsln  a  kayak,  “Yield  to  God's  plan.  Come  share 
lifting  weights  on  a  bench  press  Christ  in  a  '"reign  land.  Because 
and  jumping  on  a  boardroom  ta-  when  it's  all  said  and  done  w  re 
ble  to  fire  Donald  Trump  during  gonna  be  bangin' with  the  G-man 
a  spoof  of  The  Apprentice"  TV  and  sinon  praises  to  the  Son. 
show.  All  of  it  was  used  as  a  tool  David  LaMar,  a  former  senior 
to  help  point  a  younger  audience  video  producer  with  IMS,  pitched 
to  a  Cnnst-filled  life  and  missions  the  idea  of  doina  the  segments  to 
involvement  The  segments  also  Dieker  and  fondly  recalled  work- 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Remem¬ 
bered  by  many  for  her  tough- 
talking,  missions-focused  rap- 
pin’  grandma  character  in 
numerous  promotional  videos 
for  the  International  Mission 
Board,  those  who  worked  doaely  hang  glidin 
with  Eloise  Dieker  also  recall  her  batt,  nding 
servant  heart. 

Dieker,  an  1MB  staff  mem¬ 
ber  for  44  years,  died  Nov.  U 
at  age  87.  During  her  stint  with 
the  video  segment  ’Words  from 
Eloise’  in  the  late  ‘90s  to  mid- 
20008,  Dieter’s  character  was 
part  of  The  Task'  video  series 
that  promoted  missions  among 

thousands  of  high  school  and  ool  . 

lege  students.  Moon  Christmas 

During  a  chapel  service  Nov.  Time  is  a  cor 
12,  Clyde  Meador,  IMB's  execu-  buggin,  so  Co-or 
live  adviser  to  the  president,  said  gram.  Yadig?’  si 
Dieker  “always  looked  for  new  ment  about  the  C 
challenges  even  agreeing  to  be  gram  funding  ch 
part  of  a  video  aeries  that  made  Southern  Baptis 


rose  to  the  task.' 

Among  the  one-  to  three-min- 
ute  segments,  her  character  — 
with  the  help  of  much  editing  and 
a  few  stunt  doubles  —  was  fumed 
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orua  s  nan  tor  Marriage 

®e  away  from  God’s  plan,  it  leads 

I  Wav  frnm  tLwl  un.  f  '  .  ra?us 


away  from  them,  we 
«re  slow  to  embrace.  The  other  thini^ 

55*  “  i*  aomething 

to  be  ashamed  if 
but  wbat  should  we  do 
Sd^23T  when  it  coni  £ 

,de«^Jk*  !?*  &7in«  to  relate  to  old 
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*?c  ronnea  tne  world  and 
wiythmgtherem; it was good.  Then 
God  created  a  man  and  woman  and  He 
brmight  them  together.  To  think  that 
S£2?“  “S*!* fi«  woman  were 

“fisfi  »  nun  leave  his 

SBS»iiiss- 

“^^«*»tha,th«nvS3d^a“ 

^SSlksSu 

"joaivironment  to  blesa^anottoi 
blearing  of  the* 
P^rtusttonoftheraceiSaf.  At  the 
mrtaet.  Cod  recognized  the  wonderand 
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ships  were  disrupted.  They  were  fearful  tkf*J!?0re  **  c^raor  too  much  about 
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.k_  jT  • —  ,  vraus  mar  can  break 
the  chains  and  ave  new  Kfe. 

wWwk.  *  you?«  man  who 
wnted  to  talk  to  me  about  how  God 

leads  people  to  be  in  ministry  and  then 
t0.me  that  itwould  be 
jmpossible  for  him  to  ever  be  used  of 

^v^Sh^h!dhSibeen “F^n  F°r 

been  out  ofhis prison 
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Panel:  DR  works  disasters  on  deeper  level 


NAMB’s  monthly  staff  “boot  to  train  teams  that  can  respond 
camp’  to  give  insight  into  the  to  disasters, 
scope  of  SBDR.  'We  introduce  churches  to  a 

'Often  we  are  very  grateful  concept  called  Ready  Church.  It 
for  what  Disaster  Relief  pro-  helps  them  engage  in  their  Je- 
vides,'  Ezell  said.  ‘But  that’s  rusalem  first ...  and  encourages 
on  a  30,000  foot  level,  and  we  them  to  start  thinking  about 
never  really  go  below  that  to  see  how  they  can  minister  to  the 
how  it  wonts  ’  crisis  needs  in  their  commu- 

The  purpose  of  the  panel  dis-  nity,  and  then  we  network  them 
cussion  was  to  highlight  how  to  national  and  international 
local  churches,  associations,  events,' Noble  said, 
state  conventions  and  NAMB  While  churches  and  state  con- 
work  together  to  execute  differ-  ventions  concentrate  on  these 
ent  SBDR  efforts  in  the  United  local  needs,  the  disaster  relief 
States  and  Canada.  Represents-  team  at  NAMB  coordinates  ef- 
tives  from  three  of  these  groups  forts  from  a  national  level, 
participated  in  the  discussion.  ‘NAMB  is  like  an  air  traffic 
The  panel  included  Phillip  controller,’  Wilson  said.  ‘We 
Harrington,  senior  pastor  of  don't  fly  the  planes  per  se,  but 
Firat  Church,  live  Oak,  Fla.,  we  help  direct  and  make  sure 
Jack  Noble,  disaster  relief  di-  everything  pets  to  where  it 
rector  for  the  Southern  Bap-  needs  to  be  in  order  to  be  sta¬ 
tist  Conservatives  of  Virginia  tegic  and  focused.’ 

(SBCV),  and  Fritz  Wilson,  ex-  NAMB  also  works  on  1 
ecutive  director  of  NAMB  di-  national  level  with  the  Fed- 
saster  relief.  eral  Emergency  Management 

Harrington  first  participated  Agewy  (FEMa),  the  American 
in  disaster  relief  efforts  in  1992  Red  Cross  and  The  Salvation 
after  Hurricane  Andrew  struck  Army  to  develop  working  reU- 
Florida.  His  pastor  challenged  tionships  with  theae  partner- 
several  church  members  to  re-  ing  agencies.  During  the  panel 


DIGGING  DEEPER  —  Kevin  Ezell,  (right)  president  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board,  ad¬ 
dressed  how  local  churches,  associations,  state  conventions  and  NAMB  work  together  to  minister 
on  a  deeper  level  through  disaster  relief  efforts  during  s  panel  discussion  Nov.  20. The  panel  also 
included  (from  left)  Fritz  Wilson,  executive  director  of  NAMB  Disaster  Relief,  Jack  Noble,  Disaster 
Relief  director  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  of  Virginia  and  Phillip  Harrington,  senior 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Live  Oak.  Fla.  (NAMB  photo  by  Susan  Whitley) 

Southern  Baptists  stand  out  bouse,  we  also  want  her  to  un-  SBDR  can  fill  disaster  relief 
from  these  organizations  by  deretaind  that  there  is  healing  positions  on  the  state  and  na- 


focusing  on  something  bigger  beyond  just  the  house,"  Har-  tional  level,  as  well  as 
than  just  physically  helping  di-  riiigtonsaid.  "One  of  our  volun-  necessary  equipment 
saster  survivors.  leers  said  the  greatest  opportu-  sources  to  be  able  to 

"We  have  to  conuect  the  nity  was  not  being  able  to  take  to  disasters. 

■help'  with  the  hope'  of  Christ,  the  limb  off  her  house,  but  be-  "The  thing  that  wc  * 
because  that  is  why  we  are  dif-  ing  able  to  sit  on  the  porch  with  trying  to  get  acmes  is  thi 
ferent  than  other  agencies,’  the  lady  afterwards  with  tears  in  eiy  disaster,  SBDR  is  ft 
Ezell  said.  her  eyes  and  her  ask  why  we’re  ery  time  just  like  Red  Ci 

Keeping  this  mission  in  doing  this,  and  then  being  able  The  Salvation  Army  an 
mind,  Harrington  explained  to  ten  her  about  Christ.’  groups,  Wilson  said.  II 

how  disaster  relief  work  opens  Wilson  pointed  out  how  ern  Baptists  can  give  1 
up  opportunities  to  share  the  SBDR  starts  with  the  financial  Southern  Baptist  circle*, 

V  rF  ...  .1  1  L-l-  C/oitkorn  Ranficf  Hfl  nV>IY»  for  tht‘  1/101  th 


iperative  Program,  www. 


spondtotheneeds oftbe hurri-  dScuSaion,  Ezell  pbinted  i^w  the  lady  that  1ms 


Ellis  first  black  president  of  Tenn.  convention 


BRENTWOOD,  Twin.  (BP)  - 

Tennessee  Baptists  have  elected 
the  first  African  American  presi¬ 
dent  in  foe  convention's  history  - 
Memphis  pastor  Michael  — 

cot 

Ellis,  pastor  of  Impact 
Church,  ran  unopposed  | 
and  was  elected  unani- 


tered  messengers 


Nov  11-12  at  Brentwood 
Church.  Ellis  served  as  _ 
vioe  president  of  foe  £ate  tLUS 
convention  in  2012. 

Messengers  also  adopted  a  re¬ 
port  from  foe  Vision  2021  Transi¬ 
tion  Team  that  moves  foe  oonven- 
tion  forward  in  its  aim  to  reach 
a  50/50  percent  distribution  of 
Cooperative  Program  funds  with 


foe  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
by  2018-19 

Ellis  was  nominated  by  a  for¬ 
mer  TBC  president,  Fred  Shack- 
Km  elford,  who  said  he  was 
’incredibly  exerted  that 
we  have  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  this  ioog- 
overdue  historic  thing. 
I  but  can  I  be  honest  with 
you?"  Shackelford,  pas¬ 
tor  of  EHendale  Church 
in  Bartlett,  then  noted, 
*1  don't  care  what  color 
Michael’s  skin  is.  He  has 
what  it  takes  to  lead  this 
convention  well.  He’s  faithful  to 
the  Word,  he  loves  the  lord  Je¬ 
sus  and  he  loves  h»  church.’ 

In  addition  to  serving  as  vice 
president,  Ellis  has  served  on 
foe  convention's  Committee  on 


Committees  and  "has  proven 
himself  as  an  excellent  leader  in 
our  state,’  Shackelford  noted.  El¬ 
lis’  church  in  inner-dty  Memphis 
gives  7.2  percent  of  its  undesig¬ 
nated  receipts  through  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program 

Ellis  described  his  election  as 
‘another  opportunity  to  serve’ 
and  said  his  status  as  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  first  African  American  pas¬ 
tor  is  not  particularly  noteworthy 
1  just  happen  to  be  an  Afri¬ 
can  American,'  Ellis  said,  but 
acknowledged  that  bis  election  is 
good  for  foe  convention. 

’Race  doesn’t  matter,’  he 
said.  'That’s  what  I  love  about 
our  convention.’ 

Randy  C.  Davis,  TBC  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer,  called 
Ellis’  election  ’a  monumental 


moment'  in  the  history  of  the 
state  convention. 

"It’s  not  the  color  of  his  skin 
that  matters.  It’s  foe  content  of 
his  heart."  Davis  affirmed,  para¬ 
phrasing  a  sentence  from  Martin 
Uifoer  King  Jr.’s  historic  “I  Have 
a  Dream"  speech."  Davis  added 
that  Ellis  “hi  done  an  incredible 
work  in  foe  heart  of  Memphis  ’ 
FRU  founded  Impact  Church 
with  20  members  in  2006  in  his 
home  as  an  outreach  of  Impact 
Ministries  of  Bellevue  Church  and 
has  served  Memphis’  economi¬ 
cally  depressed  Fravser  section. 

impact  Church  has  been  a  lead¬ 
er  in  baptisms  among  Tennessee 
Baptists,  growing  to  600  in  Sun¬ 
day  worship  within  four  years  of 
its  founding  and  becoming  a  lead¬ 
er  in  CP  giving  among  majority 


African  American  congregations 
in  foe  state,  according  to  reports. 

Ellis  earlier  served  20  years  in 
the  US.  Navy,  retiring  in  2001 
as  a  Navy  Chief.  Among  his  com¬ 
mendations  was  1996  US.  Navy 
Shore  Sailor  of  foe  Year.  SBC 
LIFE,  the  journal  of  foe  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  published  this 
feature  on  Ellis  in  2010. 

Tennessee  joins  at  least  22 
other  state  conventions  that 
have  elected  African  American  or 
other  non-Anglos  to  their  presi¬ 
dencies,  including  among  others 
foe  Baptist  General  Association 
of  Virginia,  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas,  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  of  Texas  Conven¬ 
tion,  foe  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Florida  Baptist  Convention 
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lH***Jy  hill  church. 

™p*.  recognized  pastor 
Derrick  Simmons  for  pas¬ 
tor  appreciation.  Shown  are 
Simmons  and  deacon  Chad 
Williams. 

CHORCH. 

HOUSTON,  ordained 
Jeremy  Voyles  as  deacon 
Oct.  26.  Shown  are  pastor 
Randy  Rinehart,  Voyles  end 
Audrey  Voyles. 


nnnniinRSTCHUWCH 

William  cJrySrnimfof50 
y®®*"®  ®ervice  with  tpocial 
muaic  and  presentation,  by 

0“«MP^<>el»Sho£ 
are  AMD  Carl  Myers,  Smith,  his 
wife  Bobbie,  and  IT-ck  Bfythe 


•tudent  palt^Ron’MdlJ^S^'^o,.8  °*d  *"d  DauBh,#r  "'8*  Nov.  8.  Neil  Harvison 

Members  of  the  Women  on 

»2!2i.?WTCHORCH' 

SUMRAU,  made  bibs  for 
a««ted  living  residents.  Front 
roy  Sue  Babington,  Faye 
Miller,  Lib  Sumrall,  Mary  Lee 
,.nrnon,  SalV  Lowery,  and  Pansy 


November  27, 2014 
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Just  for  the  Record 

I  In  other  Church  rnmmmm 

News: 

►  Holly  Springs  Church,  I 
Holly  Spring*,  will  present  its  ■ 

Hanging  of  the  Green  program  I 
Nov.  30,  to  a  m.  The  program  I 
j  will  feature  solos,  congregation-  I 
^  al  singing,  nai  rations  of  symbols  I  IT 
J  used,  monologues,  and  creative  I  £ggR& 
I  movement  by  the  youth  «H| 

►  High  Hill  Church,  Ne-  IjBHj 
.  thoba  County,  will  have  a  5th 


LIBERTY  HILL  CHURCH,  POPE,  hosted  a  ladies'  confer¬ 
ence.  Shown  are  pastor  Derrick  Simmons,  Linda  Oliver,  and 
Jamie  Womack. 


CEDAR  GROVE  CHURCH,  COLUMBIA,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  Nov.  9.  Shown  are  Jesai  &  Joey  Wilson  with  son.  Talon, 
and  Katie  &  Ben  Ball  with  son,  Patrick. 


h  First  Church,  Inverness, 

with  other  area  churches,  will 
host  Follow  the  Star,  a  walking 
tour  of  the  Christinas  story,  Dec. 
6  -  7, 6  p.m. 

►  Algoma  Church,  Algoma. 


will  host  its  23rd  annual  drive- 
thru  Nativity  Dec,  5  -  6,  6  -  9 
p.m.  The  Nativity  consists  of  five 
well-known  scenes  portraying 
the  birth  of  Jesus.  Free. 

>  E  sea  taw  pa  Church,  Es- 


catawpa,  is  hortinx  the  Florida 
Boys  and  Dixie  Echoes  in  con¬ 
cert  Nov.  29, 6  p.m.,  at  the  Jop¬ 
pa  Shrine  Center,  Biloxi.  Tick¬ 
ets,  $10.  For  information,  call 
(228)219-5759- 

>  Improve  Church,  Colum¬ 


bia.  is  hosting  its  annual  Scenes 

CHURCH,  MOSELLE,  ordained  Jared  Brogan  at  of  Christ,  a  walk-thru  of  events  FIRST  CHURCH  OF  GLENDALE,  HATTIESBURG.  held  a 
v.2.  Shown  areTrecy  Brogan,  Brogan,  and  paetor  that  changed  the  world,  Nov.  30  deacon  ordination  Nov.  9.  Shown  are  pastor  Jimmy  Hill,  Marty 
idy.  and  Dec.  6 -7,6- 8  p.m.  Ward,  Jill  Ward,  and  deacon  chairmanTommy  MacOermctt. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHfTTO,  held  a  Staff  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Service  Oct  26  after  the  morning  service.  Each  staff  mem¬ 
ber  wee  given  a  gift  in  appreciation.  Shown  are  Danny  Creel,  Hal 
Hatten,  Katie  Bowmen,  Jenny  Leggett,  and  Jason  Leggett. 


Steve  Roark 


SPRING  HILL  CHURCH,  WATERFORD,  honored  pastor 
John  Parker  and  hie  wife  Janet  with  a  reception  Oct.  25  for 
Pastor  Appreciation  Day.  He  was  presented  many  items  of  ap¬ 
preciation  from  the  church  and  Sunday  School  classes  during 
the  morning  service. 


The  mission  organizations  of  LEESBURG  CHURCH, 
MORTON,  collected  canned  food  for  World  Hunger 
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HIGHLAND  CHURCH,  CRY 

STAL  SPRING*,  recognized  their  RA'a.  | 

Churches  mobilize 
fellow  blacks  to 
commit  to  missions 

EDITORS  NOTES:  This  year’s  Week  ■  Set  a  fowl 

de^Ldfo? 

me  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  Nov 

Effort0'  t*!!?7*  °f  m°ne  Sctav^  be  at  first  “If  yo 
^Z££d^opha’"God’sst°!ym  budgrtTforn^ 

f°r  *-  aonsmalaiwr 


oe  and  in  church 
Mathews  coun- 
the  amount  may 
!io,  $100  into  the 


«*»  b^sts.  *  r; 

^ntofma  missionaries, 

ncan  Amencans  consist  of  an7*Z.£» 


«*!£&&&"*».*■!  *te  God 


«stors.  Of  the 
wn  50  of  them 
of  them  trav- 
J  with  Bell  and 

-e^missa?*^^ 

^rasaaSSt 

o^me  beck,  I  was  changed,^* 


i  s  black  per-  churehta  ^  «  *»* 

a  to  share  the  «om*  00  “ 
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Pastors 


Mathews  was  on  a  SSioJ^fc  material  into 

waWed  to  find  the  numheSd  fed 

to  Ohm  Bcoupfc.  rf  days  earlier.  look 

Mathews,  pastor  of  Nnr*t,  ■  >VB~)n  on  the  towns  main 
Garland  Baptist  Fellowship  in  afternoon 

Garland,  Texas,  had  met  ?  ®Ive  ft  **  literature  to  help 

‘on  igfelT  his  Christian  walk  Bw 

^untihe  Dallas  ares'  ™Mnbers  day  three  of  the  pastors' 

^Hk  pastors’  daily  strolls  ,thro^  town,  Mathews 

dtmt^htownhad^tedS  ™ d^ln?tl!i  to_°°rapfete  the 

Lagarto  for  the  Dallas  Rar^c*  •  me^*  *nk>  time,  the  mis- 
churches  to  consider  collectrvSv  aooomPan*ed  the  group 

adoptingtopS^uShtof  *° "«tt^oew 

When  Mathews  sharedwhv  hhn  HP  with 

the  group  was  there.  Wwt™,  to  J  pf  thcfi^h*  t”°l  k^at™end 

"That  third  dav  when  («• 

waUuxhfcwntheml^w^ 

^^“dWioid.  there  was 
Wiston,  Mathews  said.  "When 


iston  with  the  rural  Baptist 
stor,  as  well  as  invite  the  man 
a  home  Bible  study  in  the  ^  A  M 
rb  m  Lagarto.  ON  A  MISSION  -  Tony  Mathew 

2^2*  worth  the  trip  right  BfPt1**  Wlowahip  in  Garland, Tex 

ssSirU™  2TTan”"M'*,h 

£  wjodnever  ben  onaimisklS  SLa^"0”  ^H14  w«  need  to 
tnp  before,  seeing  this  mfe  brotadenourvision.*  „ 

®°n  of  faith  happen  right  before  The  pastors  realize  it  won’t  al-  w 
way*  be  thatea^  to  lead  people  £ 

—is  §£,ia?“,D“’“~"»  sssaMcsa  ^ 

•«S8i  3SSU«..re  » 

gr*-  SEira^1®  j^KsaKra-s  - 

®d  of  the  Texas.  "Now  is  the  time  We  Peop'e  but  in  the  He 

chons.  In  can  ret  so  busy,  but  we  need  to  uivolvement  lov 

«0  People,  putSToftCSm^o'0  *****  "& 


me  pastor  he  had  been  attend¬ 
ing  the  church  in  his  nearby  vii- 
lagebut  hadwt  to placeSfeith 

JSaS[f  when 

asassjssisg 

SS5“r*“‘^d“^ 

He  then  asked  Mathews  for 


IMMIGRATION 


““dbfcj  notto  act  undated  ^uo”' iSwre 'JiH  ^221  *Utu*  Eft:  Hou“  committees  have 

SSS  S*SS  SriSi5 

%jj££!5s  SEsfffias®  ■^rfi.'sSS 

nal  approval  as  a  constitutional  arc  too  imDortantfnr  n^liiS.1  ****  K-Verity  system  to 

exeroao  of  the  president's  MU-  camesmanilfon  •  ™  Pomcal  check  employees’  eligibility, 
thonty.  At  the  same  time,  he  Retmblicans’in  rniu.—  a*.  Tft  House  has  yet  to  act  on 
acknowledged  he  continue*  CoW«»  those  measures,  however  t 

'to  believe  that  the  best  way  to  piWised  thevw^iddSi  and  N  The  mo8t  divisiye  of  Obama’s 
solve  this  problem  is  by  work-  "With  tv, ,,  *  Nov.  20  actions  is  his  policy 

mg  together  to  pass  th^kind  of  denth£  dSos^ftode^iLra^lv  t0  enable  undocument- 

common  sense  law"  aDDroved  tahrfa»«  t0  deliberately  ed  immigrants  to  remain  in  the 

by  the  Senate*  Until  *tSenJhe  bSwSSl^*^  ^  ^  without  fear  of 
has  authority  to  take  steps  “that  dmmato^eS.  de[xl[ta^n  m'hree'year  mere- 

will  help  make  our  immigra-  the  D.esident  m*iw  merits.  This  order  would  apply 

SEWs.Har1-”  JssfttrS'a  SrS?®3  t?k 

*Stc  gr-cwiMt 

au-HcTKiF 

have  resulted  in  an  estimated  country  and  places  lives  a'triS?"  **’  ^  CiTmJ1“1  and  Mtional 
11  to  12  million  undocumented  but  wdf  worif to  guaid  the*  CV^  .  background  checks, 

bshvs?  «,?;isr  "rai"s,"“'c 

Moore  admitted  he  is  frus-  saddle ^efolt’  P'a  aCtion’  the  Pmeident 
•rated  with  the  House's  fiulure  immiaratm^  said,  does  not  cover  undocu- 

to  pass  immigration  reform  leml  “H  bnnfd:  mented  immigrants  who  have 

The  Nov.  a  elertmn  1®®“  immigration  under  control  entered  the  country  recently  nr 


because  of  his  support  for  im¬ 
migrants  and  reform  that  he 
believes  Obama's  use  of  exec¬ 
utive  authority  is  "the  wrong 
wayto  go. 

"On  more  than  one  occa¬ 
sion,  I  asked  President  Obama 
not  to  turn  imm| 
into  a  red  state/ 


^sasasss 

SKBaagsf’ 

P*ftT  TIME  rOUTWCHtDRENS 
LfADER  OAK  (MolTaVTKT 

CHWOt  MEMDEKKAU.  MS  »m 
Pm  Thw:  YouWCNMrvn.  hate 


.  ---  - — ,-lue  state  is¬ 
sue,  said  Moore,  who  has  been 
m  two  oval  office  meetings  with 


not  provide  citizenship,  perma¬ 
nent  status  or  the  benefits  re¬ 
ceived  by  citizens. 

His  actions  do  not  constitute 
amnesty,  Obama  said.  “Am¬ 
nesty  is  the  immigration  sys¬ 
tem  we  have  today  -  millions 
of  people  who  live  here  without 


_  »  -  -  —/v.iy  III  U1C 

Senate  and  control  of  both 


chamber  however  Breed  ™  °lr  legu  ““njption  sys- 
this  "new  rvnlitv"  in  S?k-  00  lem'  we  do  these  things, 
uus  new  rrelity  in  Washing-  we  will  eventually  have  to  deal 

ton^  Republican,  should  be  with  those  here  iSl  in  a 
Pven  the  opportunity  to  fulfill  reasonable  but  respond*  wav 
dmt  they  want  Obama’, 

Mooresfod*^  ^  Whlt*  ”°Uae'  rf  **?  harder  and  are  unfair  to 
■  wv  l  ^  ■  ,  ,  people  in  our  immigration  sys- 

Duhlfr»nhJ TV*  th,t  thu,  Re'  tem  who  are  doingthings  the 
publicans  in  Congress  will  not  right  way."  ^ 

herTtcV?8™  52ft?  „>e  ER^  has  said  las.  year  , 
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find  i(  in  (he  One  who  is  the  wav.  truth,  and  lilt 


Sini|)l\  'll. ur  I  lie  I  <  >  1 1  <  i  vs  i  n  t;  (irawr  mill  (.ml 
in  \ mir  nil n  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  iidiml  lli.il  I  lin’d  vou.  il  havi'  sinnrd.) 

Z.  I  want  fori*is t*n»'ss  for  im  sfns 
•  •  and  freedom  from  .eternal  death.  (I  repent. I 

I.  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  nil  sins  and  to  restore 
^  .  mi  relationship  with  sou. 

(I  believe  in  lesus. I 
4.  Bi  faith,  I  invite  lesus  <  hrisi  into  mi  life. 
>,  from  tins  time  on,  I  want  to  lire  in  a  lot  ini;  relationship 

mrilh  Him.  (I  reteiie  (  hrist  as  my  Savior  and  ford.) 
ill  A’  madV  as  received  him,  lo  llu'in  hr  gave  llir  right  to  become  ihildrrn  oi 
Cod,  eieii  to  fbose  ubo  be/ie te  irt  bis  name.'  '/obn  I:  IJi 
li  mu  make  a  dei  isipn  for  Christ  Indai,  contac  t  a  Imal  Southi’rn  tfaptist  ihurch 

lor  spiritual  guidance. 


STRATEGY 

poor,  from  p.  1 

simplifying  structure  and  so¬ 
lidifying  leadership. 

“We’re  working  and  pleading 
for  God  to  raise  up  multitudes 


sociate  professor  of  Christian 
missions  at  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  m 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Proven  leaders 

'v  Traeger,  who  earned  a  bach¬ 


He’s  doing  it  now  —  we  don  t 
want  to  have  a  small  funnel  that 
people  have  to  squeeze  through 
to  be  involved  with  1MB  in  get¬ 


ting  the 
nations. 


the  Gospel  to  the 


Instead,  Platt  said, 
“we  want  to  simplify 
our  structure  to  set  the 
sails  for  the  wind  of 
God  to  blow  His  people 
to  die  world." 

As  a  result,  Platt 
brought  three  person¬ 
nel  recommendations 


TRAEGER 


to  IMB  trustees  —  two 
requiring  a  vote  —  de¬ 
scribing  the  moves  as  “high- 
level,  40,000-foot  decisions’ 
designed  to  “set  the  stage*  for 
subsequent  decisions  in  the 
days  to  come. 

First,  IMB  trustees 
approved  Sebastian 
Traeger,  an  innova¬ 
tor  and  entrepreneur 
based  in  Washington, 

D.C.,  to  serve  as  the 
agency’s  executive  vice 
president.  Traeger,  40. 
is  an  elder  at  Capitol 
Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  PRATT 
author  of  the  book, 

“The  Gospel  at  Work.”  He  will 
replace  Clyde  Meador,  69,  who 
has  served  in  the  role  since 
July  2003.  Meador  wfll  contin¬ 
ue  to  serve  on  the  IMB  leader¬ 
ship  team  as  executive  advisor 
to  the  president. 

Trustees  also  voted  to  ap¬ 
prove  Zane  Pratt,  57,  as  vice 
president  for  global  training. 
Pratt,  who  currently  serves 
with  IMB  as  theological  edu¬ 
cation  strategist  for  Asia,  has 
21  years  of  IMB  missions'  ex¬ 
perience.  Prom  2011-13,  Pratt 
also  served  as  dean  and  as- 


wide  variety  of  skills  and  experi¬ 
ence  to  the  position  of  executive 
vice  president,  including  min¬ 
istry  awareness,  proven  leader- 
ship  ability,  organiza- 
■■■  tional  acumen,  financial 
competence  arid  strate¬ 
gic  experience,  Platt  told 
trustees. 

As  an  entrepreneur, 
business  professional 
and  management  con¬ 
sultant,  Traeger  has  co- 
founded,  built  and  sold 
■R  several  companies,  in¬ 
cluding  Village  Phone, 
which  launched  mobile  services 
in  rural  developing  communi¬ 
ties  in  El  Salvador;  Christianity, 
com,  a  self-publishing  platform 
for  Christian  organizations;  Ra- 
zoo.com,  a  crowd-funding  site 

- that  leverages  small  acts 

of  charity  to  support  a 
variety  of  causes;  and 
Five  Street,  Inc.,  which 
provides  lead  manage¬ 
ment  software  to  the 
residential  real  estate 
industry. 

In  addition,  Platt 

said,  Traeger  ‘stands 
on  strong  biblical,  theo¬ 
logical  foundations  that 
info.m  a  healthy  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  local  church,  global 
mStsfon  and  every  Chriattan’i 
involvement  in  both.* 

Traeger,  who  accepted 
Christ  as  his  personal  Sav¬ 
ior  as  a  6-year-old  boy,  also 
credits  his  Princeton  invv  re- 
mem  in  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  and  Athletes  in  Action 
as  significant  milestones  in  his 
spiritual  development.  Since 
1996,  he  has  been  a  member 
of  Capitol  Hill  Baptist  Church 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  he 


1*1  want  to  make  sure 
that  everything  we  are 
and  everything  we 
do  is  grounded  in  the 
rock  solid  foundations 
of  God's  Word.  I  want 
God's  Word  to  drive 
what  we  believe  and 
how  we  operate,  the 
message  we  proclaim 
and  the  methods  we 
use  to  proclaim  it.' 

David  Platt 


currently  serves  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  elder.  He 
and  his  wife  Nikki  have  three 
children,  ages  6. 5  and  3. 

“I  am  honored  and  privileged 
to  be  asked  to  serve  in  this  rcle," 
Traeger  said.  “It's  amazing  how 
God  has  providentially  given 
me  the  capabilities  and  the  ex¬ 
periences  to  do  this  work." 

Specifically,  Traeger  said  he 
believes  his  experience  with 
leading  innovation  and  his  fo¬ 
cus  on  "doing  all  things  with 
excellence  as  unto  the  Lord" 
will  prove  helpful  as. Platt  seeks 
to  bring  new  models  to  the 
169-year-old  organization. 

‘As  David  starts  to  lead  the 
organization  with  a  vision  for 
raising  up  more  missionaries, 
forming  more  teams  and  incor- 


discussed  transitioning  away 
from  IMB  to  a  new  area  of  min¬ 
istry  upon  the  arrival  of  a  new 
president,  but  Platt  asked  him 
to  wait. 

“I  want  and  need  the  land  of 
biblical,  misaiological,  experi¬ 
ential  and  personal  wisdom  that 
exists  in  Clyde  Meador,’  Platt 
said,  acknowledging  that  be  ex¬ 
pects  Meador  to  speak  into  “ev¬ 
ery  decision  that  is  made,  every 
change  that  is  considered,  and 
every  step  that  is  taken.’ 

Focus  on  training 

Platt  recommended  creating 
the  new  position  of  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  global  training  to  over¬ 
see  IMB  training  efforts.  Platt 
endorsed  Pratt  to  fill  the  role 
based  on  “a  unique  combina¬ 
tion  of  extensive  missions  expe¬ 
rience  alongside  deep  theologi¬ 
cal  acumen. 

“I  want  to  make  sure  that 
everything  we  are  and  every¬ 
thing  we  do  is  grounded  in  the 
rock  solid  foundations  of  God’s 
Word,"  Platt  said.  ‘I  want  God’s 
Word  to  drive  what  we  believe 
and  how  we  operate,  the  mes¬ 
sage  we  proclaim  and  the  meth¬ 
ods  we  use  to  proclaim  it.* 
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an  Innovator  will  Be  helpftil,* 
Traeger  said.  "All  my  work  is  for 
the  lung,  and  I’m  humbled  and 
excited  by  my  assignment  with 
IMB,  where  I  can  put  my  hand 
to  the  plow  in  senring  David, 
our  staff  and  our  workers  on  the 
field.’ 

As  Traeger  step*  into  the 
role  of  executive  vice  president, 
Meador  will  move  into  a  new 
position  as  executive  advisor 
to  the  president.  Meador  had 


Truth  is  not  relative.  HE 
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Living  Out  the  Faith  •  Hebrews  13:1-8 


We  have  come  to  the  end  of  our  time 
in  Hebrews.  It  has  been  a  great  privi¬ 
lege  to  write  for  the  Record  and  for  the 
final  issue  1  have  asked  my  associate 
pastor  of  students,  Brad  Wright,  to 
co-author  with  me.  Brad  and  1  have 
served  together  for  three  years,  he  is 
a  faithful  teacher  of  the  Word  and  is 
committed  to  the  equipping  NOT  en¬ 
tertaining  the  saints. 

In  the  following  eight  verses  the 
writer  admonishes  us  in  how  the 
members  of  this  new  community 
should  act  as  we  are  now  in  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ  that  is  *an  unshakable 
kingdom.’ 

Show  Hospitality  (1-3) 

The  basis  for  everything  that  fol- 
lows,  is  'brotherly  love’  that  is  found 
in  Christ.  John  13:35,  *35  By  this  all 
people  will  know  that  you  are  my  dis¬ 
ciples,  if  you  have  love  for  one  anoth¬ 
er.’  One  of  the  ways  this  love  will  be 
demonstrated  is  by  kindness  to  strang¬ 
ers,  prisoners  and  the  mistreated. 
These  are  professing  believers  in  the 
"new  family’  that  we  may  not  person¬ 
ally  know  that  are  in  need.  We  are  to 
provide  for  our  brothers  and  sisters 
an  overnight  stay,  or  a  personal  visit 
while  'in  chains*  for  the  gospel  or  just 
being  mistreated.  Scripture  is  clear 
that  when  we  show  hospitality  and  care 
for  those  that  are  going  through  hard- 
shim,  we  show  Christ’s  love. 

the  author  states  that  through 


these  acts  of  hospitality,  some  have 
entertained  angelic  beings  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  human  form.  Abraham  had 
such  an  experience  in  Genesis  18  when 
he  entertained  three  men  in  Mamre, 
one  of  whom  turned  out  to  be  Yahweh 
himself.  The  other  two  visitors  (an¬ 
gels)  went  to  Sodom  and  were  shown 
hospitality  by  Lot.  (Hebrew!,  NAC, 
Allen,  Logos). 


Respect  Marriage  (4) 

This  is  a  timely  text  especially  con¬ 
sidering 
what  is 

happen-  _ 

ing  in  our  ■  4 

Srs&I  I  Expler 

Kpdit,  I 

that  Mis-  w  I  and  Brad 

sissippi  le¬ 
galize  gay 
marriage. 


Christians  can  NEVER  compromise 
our  beliefs  no  matter  the  public/pri- 
vate  pressure  to  do  so.  We  ao  not  hate 
homosexuals,  we  love  them  and  we 
pray  for  them  to  come  to  repentance 
ana  faith  in  Christ  as  we  all  did. 

Security  to  God  (5-*) 

Obviously,  the  audience  had  simi¬ 
lar  problems  to  ours.  What  Ameri¬ 
can  Christian  does  not  struggle  with 
the  love  of  money?  What  Christian 
does  not  struggle  with  some  discon¬ 
tentment? 
The  key  is 
to  not  al¬ 
low  it  to 
be  all  con- 


suming, 
which  is 


How  many  times  have  we  heard  that 
the  Bible  does  not  speak  agi;  st  gay 
marriage?  Countless.  Yet  the  Bible 
is  CRYSTAL  clear  that  marriage  is  be¬ 
tween  one  man  and  one  woman,  'one 
flesh.’  Our  stand  as  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  is  the  same  as  the  author  s,  mar¬ 
riage  as  defined  by  the  Bible  is  between 
one  man  and  one  woman  and  is  to  be 
honored  and  undefiled,  for  God  will 
judge  the  sexually  immoral  and  adul¬ 
terous.  Therefore  we  as  Bible  believing 


the  reason 
we  do  not 
need  to 
'forsake 
the  assem¬ 
bling  of  the  unshakable  Kingdom  * 
The  assembly  works  together  through 
accountability  to  the  Word  of  God  and 
steering  one  another  from  th  ;  dangers 
of  love  of  the  world.  'Verse',  5-6  form 
a  unit  and  prohibit  material  greed  on 
the  grounds  of  God's  perennial  care 
for  those  who  are  his.  An  inordinate 
concern  for  one's  possessions  can 
supplant  care  for  those  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  family  and  foreigners.’  (Hebrews, 
NAC,  Allen,  Logos) 


Imitate  Proven  Leaden  (7-®) 

Finally,  the  author  touches  on  one 
of  my  favorite  themes  in  Scripture, 
respect  for  leadership.  He  calls  us  to 
remember  and  imitate  their  lives  be¬ 
cause  of  their  strongcommitment  to 
the  Word  of  God.  Their  leadership 
authority  derives  from  the  authority 
of  the  Word.  Furthermore,  this  des¬ 
ignation  indicates  the  primacy  of  the 
preaching/teaching  ministry  of  the 
leaders  in  the  local  church.’  (Hebrews. 
NAC,  Allen,  Logos)  Based  on  what  1 
and  others  have  experienced,  there  has 
been  a  neat  deterioration  of  the  re¬ 
spect  ana  honor  of  the  office  of  senior 
pastor.  Statistics  since  the  early  80’s 
show  a  historical  trend  of  over  1,000 
staff  forcibly  terminated  each  year  in 
SBC  life.  The  ’unshakable  kingdom’ 
must  have  long  term,  Word-driven 
leadership.  Please  pray  for,  love,  sub¬ 
mit  to  and  support  your  leadership!! 
They  are  doing  a  very  difficult  task  and 
need  your  trust  and  loyalty,  so  if  some¬ 
one  is  antagonizing  your  leadership 
please  step  up  and  help  put  a  stop  to  it, 
immediately. 

Finally....remember  the  entire  rea¬ 
son  any  of  this  matters.. .Jesus  Christ 
is  the  SAME  yesterday  and  today  and 
forever. 

Hazzard  is  pastor  of  Woodland 
Church,  Columbus.  Wright  is  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  students  at  Woodland 
Church.  Columbus. 


of  Mental  Illness  •  2  Corinthians  1:2-7 

two-thirds  of  a  polled  rroup  of  1,000  Whether  suffering  for  our  faith  or  for 
Protestant  senior  pastors  'seldom  (or  other  reasons,  we  can  look  to  God  for 
never]  speak  to  their  congregation  his  comfort.  Those  who  have  endured 
about  mental  illness  ’  And,  sadly,  there  anguish  are  best-suited  to  administer 
is  the  often-misapplied  stigma  that  the  God’s  comfort  and  care  to  a  hurting  hu- 
mentally  ill  just  lack  adequate  faith.  manity,  including  families  living  with 
So  how  can  we  be  more  empathetic  mental  illness.  But  having  the  Jeart  to 
and  helpful?  Today's  lesson  gives  us  help  must  be  coupled  with  the ‘how-to 
insight.  The  brief  passage  includes  Church  leaders  need  to  prayerfully  edu- 
praise  to  ‘the  Father  of  compassion  cate  themselves.  There  are  cpuntl«f 
nd  the  God  of  all  comfort’  (2  Corfu-  resource*,  both  secular  and  farth-baaed 


IUU  1UV  VUV*  V»  x—  - - 

hian  1:3  NIV).  He  'comforts  us  in  all 
mr  trou- 
>les'  (vs. 

1),  and 
ve’re  to 
:ake  that 
tame  com¬ 
fort  and 
idminis- 
ter  it  to 
jthers  in 
need. 

In  the 

Following  verses,  Paul  describes  suf¬ 
fering  for  the  cause  of  Christ  (vs.  4), 
*«wl  mailt  t th«u>  ordeals 


resources,  ooui  scvuiui  mu 
One  such  is  NAMI  (National  Alliance  on 
Mental  m- 


nami.org); 
whose 
website 
also  in- 
eludes 
NAMI 
FaithNet, 
'a  network 
of  NAMI 


Ministry  in  the  Face 

James  had  stopped  taking  his  medi¬ 
cation..  .again.  Marge,  his  mother, 
shuddered  as  she  began  to  see  the 
recognizable  signs.  Diagnosed  with 
schizophrenia,  her  son  was  able  to  live 
a  fairiy-normal  life  with  the  help  of  his 
prescription.  However,  at  times,  he’d 
think  he  really  didn’t  need  it  anymore, 
and  would  put  it  aside.  That’s  when  the 
trouble  would  start. 

Knowing  she  could  do  nothing, 
Marge  grabbed  her  always-packed  bag 
and  headed  to  the  home  of  a  friena. 
James  knew  where  she  was,  and  before 
dawn  the  next  morning,  he  came  and 
slashed  the  friend's  car  tires.  A  neigh¬ 
bor,  going  to  get  his  morning  paper, 
had  seen  James'  vehicle  and  described 
it  to  Marge’s  friend,  who  called  the  po¬ 
lice.  The  young  man  was  then  incar¬ 
cerated  until  he  could  get  back  on  his 
medication  to  stabilize  his  behavior. 

Some  churches  have  marquees  that 
say  "All  Welcome*.  But,  really,  would 
many  churches  welcome  James?  And 
schizophrenia  is  just  one  of  a  plethora 
of  mental  illnesses/issues  (think  bipo¬ 
lar,  depression,  OCD,  anxiety,  eating 
disorders,  and  post-traumatic  stress 
disorder  to  name  a  few)  that  cause 
great  grief  to  their  victims,  families 
and  friends.  . 

Churches  have  compassion,  but 
members  and  staff  often  don't  know 
how  to  minister  to  this  segment  of  so¬ 
ciety.  A  recent  Baptist  Press  article  en¬ 
titled  'Mental  Illness  Remains  Taboo 
Topic  for  Pastors’  reveals  that  about 


(which,  verse  8  says,  were  so  severe, 
Paul  and  his  fellow-workers  ‘de¬ 
spaired  of  life  itself)  was  an  overflow¬ 
ing  of  God’s  comfort.  In  verses  6  and 
7,  the  apostle  pointed  out  that  wheth¬ 
er  the  ministry  team  suffered  distress 
or  comfort,  the  compassion  received 
from  God’s  hand  and  heart  would  sift 
down  to  benefit  the  readers.  'As  you 
share  in  our  sufferings,  so  also  you 
share  in  our  comfort." 


members 

and  friends  dedicated  to  promoting 
caring  faith  communities  and  promot¬ 
ing  the  role  of  faith  in  recovery  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  families  affected  by  mental 
illness* 

Rick  Warren,  pastor  of  Saddleback 
Church  in  Lake  Forest,  Calif.,  and  his 
wife  Kay,  have  long  been  advocates 
on  mental  illness  ministry,  and  even 
more- so  since  their  son  Matthew’s 
death  by  suicide  last  year.  Kay  shares 
two  helpful  resource  materials:  "Trou¬ 
bled  Minds"  by  Amy  Simpson  and 
'Grace  for  the  Afflicted',  by  Matthew 


Stanford.  These  titles,  she  says,  are 
'must-read  books  on  basic  mental  ill- 
ness  information  and  the  church  * 

WMU  (Woman’s  Missionary  Union) 
is  also  addressing  mental  illness,  fo¬ 
cusing  on  PTSD  (Post  Traumatic  Stress 
Disorder).  Those  who’ve  experienced 
such  things  as  sexual  abuse,  natural 
disasters,  accidents,  participation  in 
wars,  and  many  other  traumatic  life 
events  can  experience  PTSD.  "Drawing 
Near  -  Understanding  and  Supporting 
Those  with  PTSD’,  has  been  published 
by  WMU  (www.wmustore.com)  to  help 
such  families. 

In  another  Baptist  Press  article, 
writer  Bob  Smietana  reports  that  Tim 
Clinton,  president  of  the  American 
Association  of  Christian  Counselors, 
"hopes  more  churches  will  become 
open  to  talking  about  mental  illness 
That  means  taking  a  holistic  approach 
that  deals  with  spiritual,  emotional 
and  physical  concerns.’  Counseling 
and  medication  can  join  hands  with 
prayer  and  Bible  study. 

Clinton  affirms,  'Churches  need  to 
be  biblical  communities  of  healing.’ 

A  part  of  Jesus'  mission  was  to  'fact  at 
liberty  those  who  are  oppressed*  (Luke 
4:18).  We,  empowered  by  His  Spirit, 
can  become  the  Lord's  heart  and  hands 
to  those  in  the  grips  of  mental  distress 
May  our  congregations  pray  and  pre¬ 
pare  to  be  such  avenues  of  grace. 

Maniscalco  is  a  member  of  Lem- 
oyne  Boulevard  Church  in  Biloxi. 
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SPRINGDALE.  Ait.  (BPI  -  generalities,  like  you  should  do 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  this,  re  you  should  do  that.  But  1 
President  Bonnie  Floyd  has  re-  also  believe  there’s  historical  pre¬ 
leased  a  motivational  tool  book  to  cedence  set  in  the  awakenings,  of 
help  pastors  and  churches  across  them  coming  to  agreement  about 
the  SBC  engage  in  concerted  a  certain  thing, 
prayer  for  the  next  great  awaken-  'I  mean  for  example,  let’s 
mg  in  advance  ofthe  2015  annual  just  say  that  a  few  hundred 
meeting  in  Columbus,  Ohio  of  our  churches  would  really 

Floyd  renounced  the  release  try  their  very  best  to  have  a 
of  his  ebook  hi  a  press  confer-  month  where  they're  preach - 
ence  call  Nov.  19,  joined  by  ing  on  matters  like  repentance, 
Southern  Baptist  editors,  writ-  and  revival  and  awakening  and 
era  and  state  convention  lead-  reaching  the  world  for  Christ, 
ers.  The  announcement  also  and  fasting  and  those  kind  of 
marked  the  release  of  tilt-  annu-  matters,*  be  said.  *1  mean  that 
al  meeting  theme,  'Great  Awak-  makes  a  major  difference.* 
ening:  Clear  Agreement,  Visible  Southern  Baptists  need  to 
Union,  Extraordinary  Prayer,*  be  in  prayer  for  their  churches, 
based  on  Romans  13:11,  for  the  for  their  pastors,  Floyd  said.  He 
June  16-17  gathering.  called  for  three  minutes  of  prayer 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Nearly  nalize  America’s  beloved  Aunty  full  of  Wwe,  joy,  fun  and  romance 
100,000  people  have  signed  an  because  they  support  the  truth  We  challenge  aO  married  couples 
online  petition  asking  me  TLC  about  family,  which  they  have  ah  to  take  a  bappty  married  picture 
network  to  cancel  the  popular  ways  expressed  in  a  loving,  com-  and  poet  it  hoe.* 
reality  show ‘19  Kids  andCounti'  jr.iiaSbe  fashion.*  John  Becker,  of  the  LGBT 

ing,*  contending  that  its  stars.  Prior  to  the  dty  council's  blog  The  Bilerioo  P.qject,  post- 
Jim  Bob  and  Michelle  Duggar,  approval  of  the  ordinance.  Mi-  ed  a  photo  of  himself  kissing 
use  their  feme  “to  promote  dis-  cbeUe  Duggar  placed  a  robocall  his  homosexual  partner  along 
crimination,  hats,  and  fearemon-  to  northwest  Arkansas  residents  .with  a  message  advocating 

s sjxt-",“'“**‘  ;s?%sart5'SS 

The  Duggan  have  19  children  is  voting  on  an  ordinance  this  Becker  from  their  Faoebook 
and  are  outspoken  advocates  Tuesday  night  that  would  allow  page,  CBS  News  reported, 
of  their  Christian  faith  as  well  men  —  yes  I  said  men  —  to  use  On  Twitter,  Josh  Barro,  a 
as  pro-family  public  policies,  women’s  and  girts’  restrooms,  reporter  for  a  New  York  Times 


ir  television  show  debuted  locker  rooms,  showers,  sleep-  section  called  TheUpehot  and 
ioo8  as  *17  Kids  and  Count-  ing  areas  and  other  areas  that  an  MSNBC  contributor,  wrote, 
*  since  which  time  they  have  are  designated  for  females  only.  ‘Anti-LGBT  attitudes  are  ter- 
two  more  children.  Speaking  I  don’t  relieve  the  citizens  of  rible  for  people  in  all  saris  of 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theo-  Fayetteville  would  want  males  communities.  They  linger  and 
cal  Seminary  last  year,  the  with  past  child  predator  convic-  empress,  and  we  reed  to  stamp 
jgars  said  they  stepped  using  tions  that  claim  they  are  female  them  out,  ruthlessly.* 
n  control  pQls  after  the  drugs  to  have  a  legal  right  to  enter  pri-  Evangelical  blogger  Samuel 
■ed  Michelle  to  experience  a  vatu  areas  mat  are  reserved  for  James  responded  at  die  Patheos 
carriage  years  ago.  women  and  girts.*  weheite  in  a  blog  tided  "The  Sa- 

Tbe  petition  to  cancel  the  Dugger's  woeda  “reek  of  igno-  letn  Duggar  Trials,’  noting: 
rears  show  was  launched  ranee  and  fear  mongerin&*  Wia-  “So  let's  lay  ah  the  feda  out  ae 

fim  Wissick  of  San  Joae,  Ca-  sick  wrote. ‘Just  because  some-  simply  as  possible: 

at  the  website  change.org  one  is  tranagendered  doesn’t  ■  The  Duggar  family  has  e 

!  apparently  stems  from  the  mean  they  are  a  child  predate*  or  popular  tefeviaun  program  that 

rears'  opposition  to  a  Fay-  a  rapist*  many  Americana  enjoy 

ville,  Art,  ordinance  that  Wvatk  added,  "The  Duggan  ■  The  Duggar  family  have 
vides  civil  rights  protections  have  thrown  massive  amounts  of  persona]  bebdx  about  sex  and 
lesbians,  gays,  bisexuals  and  money  to  repeal  this  law  so  busi-  rebgioo  that  are  rtuued  by  a  very 
isgender  (LGBT)  indhridu-  resa  owners  and  land  lords  can  large  number  of  other  Americans 

Fayetteville’s  dty  council  evict  and  foe  people  solely  over  ■  According  to  Jim  Wissick 

iroved  the  ordinance  in  An-  gender  identity  ana  sexual  orien-  and  the  petition  srenees,  the  Dug- 
L  but  opponents  gathered  ration!  They  reed  to  be  taken  off  gars'  bends  —  and  by  extension, 
iugh  signatures  from  city  foe  air!’  the  beliefs  of  tens  of  millions  of 

dents  to  place  the  ordinance  The  Duggars'  oldest  son  Americans- are  eviL 

are  voters  during  a  special  Josh,  who  is  executive  director  ■  Entertainment  companies 
rtion  Dec  9  of  the  Family  Research  Coun-  like  TLC  have  a  moral  duty  to  not 

k  counter-petition  in  support  cil’s  legislative  group,  drew  give  employment  or  platform  to 


Floyd  releases  ebook 
for  prayer,  revival 


JIM  BOB  AND  MICHELLE  DUGGAR 


Reality  show's  the  Duggars 
targeted  by  pro-gay  petition 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Nearly 
100,000  people  have  signed  an 
online  petition  asking  the  TLC 


birth  control  rails  after  the  drugs 
caused  Michelle  to  experience  a 
miscarriage  years  ago. 

The  petition  to  cancel  the 
Duggars  show  was  launched 
by  Jim  Wissick  of  San  Jose,  Ca¬ 
lif.,  at  the  website  change.org 
and  apparently  stems  from  the 
Duggars'  opposition  to  a  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Ait,  ordinance  that 
provides  civil  rights  protections 
for  lesbians,  gays,  biaexuala  and 
transgender  (LGBT)  individu¬ 
als.  Fayetteville’s  dty  council 
approved  the  ordinance  in  Au¬ 
gust  but  opponents  gathered 
enough  signatures  from  city 
residents  to  place  the  ordinance 
before  voters  during  a  special 
election  Dec  9. 

A  counter-petition  in  support 
of  the  Duggan  was  launched 
Nov.  30  at  UfeSiteNews.com 
According  to  that  petition,  *We 
need  to  launch  a  counter-attack, 
letting  TLC  know  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  stand  by  the  Duggars 
and  then  defense  of  traditional 
family  values.  Rather  than  being 
extreme,  foe  Duggars  represent 
the  majority  of  people  it  state 
after  state  who  have  stood  up  for 
the  traditional  family.  The  real 
extremists  are  those  who  are  de¬ 
manding  that  a  TV  network  pe- 


"Read  over  mat  sequence 
carefaOy,  and  then  ask  yourself: 
Who  is  trying  to  fora  their  be- 
liefc  00  others  here?* 

TLC  has  not  commented  on 
W'tvncks  petition,  according  to 
theHuffington  Post 


Floyd  announced  the  release 
of  his  ebook  hi  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  call  Nov.  19,  joined  by 
Southern  Baptist  editors,  writ¬ 
ers  and  state  convention  lead¬ 
ers.  The  announcement  also 
marked  the  release  of  the  annu¬ 
al  meeting  theme,  ‘Great  Awak¬ 
ening:  Clear  Agreement,  Visible 
Union,  Extraordinary  Prayer,* 
based  on  Romans  13:11,  for  the 
June  16-17  gathering. 

During  the  conference  call, 
Floyd  highlighted  several  rec¬ 
ommendations  from  his  ebook: 
intercessory  prayer  for  pas¬ 
tors  on  Saturday  evenings  and 
Sunday  mornings  in  advance 
of  weekly  sermons;  a  month  (rf 
preaching  on  the  subjects  of  re¬ 
pentance,  extraordinary  prayer, 
revival,  awakening  and  teaching 
on  God’s  word;  toe  dedication  of 
a  full  Sunday  morning  worship 
service  to  congregational  prayer; 
a  day  of  prayer  and  fasting  in 
May,  and  attendance  at  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  meeting. 

Floyd's  ebook, ‘Pleading  with 
Southern  Baptists  To  Humbly 
Come  Together  before  God  in 
□ear  Agreement,  Visible  Union, 
and  in  Extraordinary  Prayer  for 
the  Next  Great  Awakening  and 
for  the  World  to  Be  Readied 
for  Christ,*  is  available  fir  free 
download  at  praygawakening. 
com,  sbc.net,  RonnieFloyd.com, 
ibookstore.com  and  other  sites. 
Additional  tools  and  resources 
to  promote  the  call  to  prayer  are 
available  on  prayaawakening. 
com,  including  sermons  from 
SBC  pastors,  encouraging  pas¬ 
tors  to  learn  from  one  another, 
Fkydsaid. 

‘l  believe  pastors  need  han 
dies.’  he  saidof  the  ebook.  ’I 
think  sometimes  we  oper-te  in 


day  morning  for  the  anointing 
of  God  to  come  upon  pastors  as 
they  preach  His  Word. 

I  think  well  have  less  con¬ 
flict  if  we  learn  how  to  pray  to¬ 
gether,"  he  said.  “And  well  have 
d  greater  force  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  His  power  in  our  churches 
if  we  pray  regularly.  And  the 
sunrise  and  sunset  is  an  image; 
that’s  all  it  is.  It’s  a  reminder  to 
pray,  either  one  or  the  other, 
when  people  get  up  or  when 
theygo  to  bed  at  night* 

Floyd  compiled  the  book  in 
consultation  with  theologians 
and  leaders  across  the  SBC  and 
referenced  such  stalwarts  as  Billy 
Graham,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Da¬ 
vid  Martyn  Uoyd-Jones,  Jeremi¬ 
ah  Lanphier,  Charles  Spurgeon, 
D.L  Moody  and  WflKam  Booth. 

‘Surely  we  can  embrace  with 
dear  agreement  that  spiritual 
revival  personally,  spiritual  re¬ 
vival  in  the  church,  and  spiritual 
awakening  in  the  nation  are  all 
needed  so  we  can  accelerate  our 
race  in  reaching  the  world  for 
Christ,*  Floyd  wrote  in  the  book. 
“Certainly  we  can  deny  ouradves. 
defer  our  own  preferences,  and 
visibly  unite  in  extraordinary 
prayer  for  the  next  Great  Awak¬ 
ening  and  for  the  world  to  be 
reached  for  Christ* 
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